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legislative session. Samuel W. McCall, in his work
on The Business of Congress, says that the Speaker
"usually scrutinizes the bill and the committee's
report upon it, and in case of doubt he sometimes
refers them to a member in whom he has confi-
dence, for a more careful examination than he
himself has time to give."

Under Speaker Carlisle this power to censor
proposals was made conspicuous through the fac-
tional war in the Democratic party. For several
sessions of Congress a bill had been pending to
repeal the internal revenue taxes upon tobacco,
and it had such support that it might have passed
if it could have been reached for consideration.
On February 5, 1887, a letter was addressed to
Speaker Carlisle, by three prominent Democrats,
Samuel J. Randall, of Pennsylvania, George D.
Wise of Virginia, and John S. Henderson of North
Carolina, saying: "At the instance of many Demo-
cratic members of the House, we appeal to you
earnestly to recognize on Monday next, some
Democrat who will move to suspend the rules for
the purpose of giving the House an opportunity of
considering the question of the total repeal of the
internal revenue taxes on tobacco/' The letter
went on to argue that it would be bad policy to let